
ment, which was on a 
‘float’ together with the 
Pope and his attendant 
cardinals, as far as the Ba-
silica of St Mary Major, 
where Benediction was 
given by the Holy Father. 
Again it was a momentous 
experience. 

Our Corpus Christi here in 
England may seem a little 
tame compared to this. I 
wish we were able to have 
these great celebrations. 
Maybe in the past our peo-
ple had enough faith to 
have done it. Today I don’t 
pray for such great specta-
cles, but for something 
simpler: that we would all 
have enough love for the 
Lord to come to Mass eve-
ry Sunday, to receive Holy 
Communion after good 
preparation including con-
fession, and to be reverent 
in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

My two most memorable 
celebrations of Corpus 
Christi were in the years 
2000 and 2011. In 2000,  
and I was invited to go and 
participate in the festivities 
for Corpus Christi in Tole-
do. The Corpus Christi 
procession through the 
streets after the Solemn 
Mass in the Cathedral is 
very elaborate. The streets 
where the Blessed Sacra-
ment passes in a great or-

nate processional mon-
strance, looking like a 
great golden wedding cake, 
are covered in a canopy 
with hanging chandeliers. 
Rosemary is trodden un-
derfoot giving a beautiful 
aroma in the heat of the 
day. From the balconies 
along the way people shout 
out in joy at seeing the 
Blessed Sacrament, and in 
the main square the Host is 
given full military honours 
before Benediction is giv-
en. As the Blessed Sacra-
ment is received back into 
the Cathedral, the crowd 
erupts in cheering and 
clapping as the organ plays 
and the bells ring. It was 
such a joyful experience. 

In 2011, I took part in the 
Mass with Pope Benedict 
XVI in the Lateran Basilica 
in Rome. After the Mass, 
the priests all walked be-
hind the Blessed Sacra-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Joseph Cafasso 

1811-1860 
Giuseppe was a boy from a  
peasant background, af-
flicted with a deformed 
spine, but he was a model 
of holiness from his earliest 
life. He felt the call to the 
priesthood and went to 
Turin to study. Here he  
became a lifelong friend of 
St John Bosco. As a priest 
he led and austere life, 

celebrating Mass at 4.30am 
each day, and spending 
long hours in the chapel. 
He was known as a great 
confessor and spiritual 
director. He was best 
known as a prison chap-
lain, and was particularly 
dedicated to reconciling 
comforting those con-
demned to death. For this 
he became known as the 
‘Gallows Priest’. 
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
pp.partnershipparishes@gmail. 
com 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 22nd   6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast Mark Foden 

Sunday 23rd 9.00am    Holy Mass John Orme 

CORPUS ET SANGUIS  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

CHRISTI    6.30pm Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Monday 24th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

NATIVITY OF ST 
JOHN THE BAPTIST 

      

Tuesday 25th  9.15am    Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

Feria    9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

 8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 26th  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls  

Feria       

Thursday 27th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls  

St Cyril of Alexandria 6.00pm    Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

  7.30pm   Faith Formation Community 

Friday 28th   9.30am  Holy Mass (in school) Joan Gilligan 

SACRED HEART OF 
JESUS 

   6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Saturday 29th  9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Immaculate Heart of 
Mary 

  6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast Brian Wakefield 

Sunday 30th 9.00am    Holy Mass Jim & Sarah Baker 

ST PETER & ST PAUL  11.00am   Holy Mass Gerry Murphy 

APOSTLES    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Thanksgiving (St Anthony) 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is when Fr Julian is 
available to meet parishioners for any 
need. The next Open House will be 
on Monday 8th July from 6.30pm to 
7.30pm. There is no Open House 
this Monday or the following Mon-
day. If you need to see Fr Julian more 
urgently please call the Parish Office. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

St John’s: Mrs James (TG) 

St Joseph’s: Private Intention 

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Change to weekday Mass By 
popular demand, the Mass on Satur-
day mornings at English Martyrs’ is 
returning to its previous time of 
9.15am from this coming Saturday. 
Across our churches there is generous 
provision of weekday Mass, but may-
be not in the church you normally 
come to. Why not try coming to a 
weekday Mass in another church? 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next prayer service 
will be at Ravenswood, The Avenue 
on Tuesday 23rd July at 11am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on 14th July at Springbank  
at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Our partnership of parishes’ prayer 
group meets in order to pray for our 

parishes and their mission to our 
area, for our families and for the in-
tentions people ask us to pray for.  

The prayer group is on Tuesday eve-
nings, every other week at 8pm at 

English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. Every-
one is welcome. 

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Mon-
day 24th June at St Joseph’s Gold-

enhill at 7.00pm. All men welcome! 

First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to Lucas Schifano 
who received First Holy Communion 
at St Joseph’s last Sunday. And also 
to Luis Ostrowski, who received 
First Holy Communion in Madrid in 
May. 

Confirmation 

Congratulat ions  to Gabriel la 
Boughey, Thomas Boughey, Tomasz 
Duma, Ethan Convey, Libbie Eard-
ley, Lucie Griffiths, Joseph Ivey, 
Colin Kasozi, Conrad KasoziJoshua 
Kennedy-Lowe, Oliver Sadler-
Rhodes, Karol Struziak and Michael 
Ward who received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation from Bishop McGough 
at St John’s last Saturday. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Anthony Doyle. The funeral 
service will be at St Joseph’s on 
Thursday 27th June at 1pm, followed 
by committal at Bradwell Crematori-
um.  

Requiescat in Pace 

faith formation 
community 

Faith Formation Community is the 
name of our weekly event, which 

brings people together who want to 
learn more about following Jesus. 

We gather in friendship, prayer and a 
desire to learn from the Word of 

God. 
Have you been on Alpha, or feel that 
you want to go deeper into the Faith 

and come to know Jesus better? 
Are you thinking about becoming a 

Catholic? 
Then the Faith Formation Communi-

ty is for you!  
Each week we begin at 7.30pm 

ending about 9pm. 

 

 

 

The Friendship Club is a monthly 
meeting for older people, organised 

by Fr Hudson’s Care. The next meet-
ing is on Tuesday 25th June, at the 

usual time of 2pm at Kidsgrove 
Town Hall. New people are always 

welcome, so come and give it a try. If 
you need more details or would like 

to arrange transport please ring 
01782 269990 

School Summer Fayres 
Please come and support our school 
summer fayres which are happening 

very soon… 
 

St John’s Catholic Academy, 
Kidsgrove 

The PTFA are organising the Sum-
mer Fayre which is taking place at the 
Gloucester Road site on Friday 28th 
June from 3.15 to 5pm. Everyone is 

welcome. 
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Academy,  
Goldenhill 

on Friday 5th July at 3.30pm 

The School are organising the Sum-
mer Fayre which is on Friday 5th July 
from 3.30pm. The money raised at 
the fayre helps towards extra funds 
for things such as play equipment so 
your support is much appreciated. 
Everybody welcome. 

Days of Prayer for Vocations 
at St Joseph’s & St Patrick’s 

The days of prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament are 

coming up very soon.  

At St Patrick’s it will be 
on  Friday 5th July dur-

ing the afternoon only. 

2.00pm Adoration begins 
5.00pm Holy Hour & Benediction 

6.00pm Holy Mass 
 At St Joseph’s the day will now be 
on Monday 8th July from 10am.  

10am to 12noon Children from the 
school take part in Adoration with 

led prayers 
12noon to 5pm Silent Adoration 
5pm Holy Hour & Benediction 

6pm Holy Mass 
Please sign up for watching on the 

sign up sheet in church 

partnership of  
parishes bbq! 

You are invited to come to 
our Partnership of Parishes 

Summer BBQ.  

This year we will have the BBQ 
on Sunday 11th August in the 

Presbytery Garden at St Joseph’s 
Goldenhill, 1pm to 3pm. 

Burgers & Sausages 
and hot & cold 
drinks provided 

(Donations grateful-
ly received) 

Please bring side 
dishes, salads and 

desserts. And pray for fine    weath-
er! 

There will also be a raffle for parish 
funds. Any prizes gratefully received.  

Everybody is welcome. 



KEY VERSE: "I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heav-
en" (v. 19). 
TO KNOW: When Peter declared that Jesus was the Messiah, Je-
sus conferred upon him the "keys of the kingdom," a symbol of 
Peter’s authority in the Church. The Church regards this as a foun-
dational text for the ordained priesthood and of the governance of 
the Church. Both Peter and Paul are regarded as "pillars" of the 
Church (Gal 2:9). Paul had taken part with those who persecuted 
Christians, but a blinding vision of the resurrected Christ turned 
him into a missionary, evangelist, and an apostle of the one he once 
hated and scorned. Paul followed the example of Jesus Christ who 
poured himself out in love for all people (Gal 2:19b-20a). Peter 
and Paul were martyred in Rome under the Emperor Nero, in 64 
and 67 respectively, because of their fearless proclamation of the 
gospel. Like these Apostles, we believe that the source of the 
Church's authority is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose example of serv-
anthood should inspire all who aspire to leadership. 
TO LOVE: Let us "who hold and teach the Catholic faith that 
comes to us from the apostles" [Eucharistic Prayer I], continue to 
hand on the faith that we have received as they did in their time. 
TO SERVE: Saints Peter and Paul, help me to serve the Church 
with love and zeal as you did. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£431.00, Non Gift Aid £193.89, 
Total £624.89. Day for Life £111.16. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £164.00, Non 
Gift Aid £153.53, Total £317.53. 
Day for Life £56.27. Kidsgrove 
Gift Aid £202.0, Non Gift Aid 
£277.17, Total £479.17. Day for Life 
£95.34. 

Second Collections: Next week 
will the Peters Pence Collection and 
the following week we will have a 
mission appeal from the Missionary 
Society of St Columban. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.177 J Grandfield; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.182 A Phillips; 3rd Prize 
£5,  No.86 M Walker.  

Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Phi-
lippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 
‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But 
you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon 
Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the 
Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son 
of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my 
Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are 
Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. 
And the gates of the underworld can never hold 
out against it. I will give you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall 
be considered bound in heaven; whatever you 
loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heav-
en.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Rosary Rally You are invited to the 
33rd Rosary Rally at Mount St Ber-
nard’s Abbey near Coalville in 
Leicestershire to pray for World 
Peace and young people. It is on Sun-
day 1st September beginning with 
Mass at 2pm. The celebrant is Fr 
Colin Patey. After picnics and re-
freshments there will be the Crown-
ing of the Statue of Our Lady, Rosary 
Procession, Blessing of the Sick and 
Benediction. For more information 
contact Anne Gartland on 01530 
451007 anne.gartland@yahoo.co.uk 

Hednesford Pilgrimage This year 
is the 50th Annual pilgrimage to the 
Diocesan shrine of Our Lady of 
Lourdes at Hednesford. It takes place 
on Sunday 7th July led by His Grace 
the Archbishop. 12noon Procession. 
Picnics. Rosary. Confessions. 4pm 
Holy Mass with Anointing of the sick. 

Café on the steps Each Saturday  in 
July, Biddulph Churches Together 
will be holding their annual café at 
Biddulph Town Hall between 10am 
and 12noon. You are invited to join 
with 8 other Biddulph Churches for a 
hot drink and a slice of cake for a 
donation of £1. 

Appeal for tents and sleeping 
bags Biddulph Foodbank are making 
an appeal for the donation of single or 
2 man tents and sleeping bags. They 

CAFOD Climate Petition John 
Walsh, our local CAFOD representa-
tive from English Martyrs, would like 
to thank everyone who has signed the 
petition. He will make sure it gets 
handed in to the PM along with the 
other signatures. 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart Once again this  year 
there will be the open air Mass and 
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
in honour of the Sacred Heart will 
take place on Sunday 30th June, 3pm 
at the Maryvale Institute. For more 
information Tel: 0121 360 8118. 

are getting a few homeless people 
visiting the foodbank and need our 
help. You can either drop off at Eng-
lish Martyrs Church or ring the parish 
office to arrange collection. 

IICSA Update 

This week the Independent Inquiry 
into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) has 
published its report on the Archdio-
cese of Birmingham. We apologise to 
all victims and survivors of child sex 
abuse. We hope that with this Inquiry 
they feel that they have been listened 
to.   Even so, words are not enough. 
We are committed to continuing to 
improve our safeguarding procedures 
and to listen to and learn from vic-
tims and survivors. Past failings must 
never happen again. The diocesan 
response to the report can be found 
at www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk 
If you have a safeguarding matter to 
report please contact the Archdiocese 
safeguarding team on 0121 230 6240 
or via email:safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org. 


